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Wilt thou not REVIVE US again: that 

 thy people may rejoice in thee? Psa. 85:6 

 

AFRICA PROJECT UPDATE: 
  On our trip to Ghana last February we were privileged to visit the two Historic 

Adventist churches where we did evangelism in 2003 and 2008. It soon became 

apparent that the Akaporiso branch was struggling with flagging interest and low 

attendance. We were surprised to discover that the Sabbath School felts and musical 

instruments were missing and the church building was not being properly 

maintained. Further investigation uncovered that the Pastor had only baptized 10 

people in 10 years and not one of them was still attending the Church. Though it 

pained our hearts --and caused quite an earthquake-- we retired Pastor Paul Tulasi 

with whom we had worked closely since the Church was planted. We gave Paul a 90 

day notice and began the search for his replacement. By the summer of 2014 we had 

found no replacement, but another one of our workers was requesting to be 

transferred to Paul’s assignment. Our Temple Restored worker in Sefwi Bekwai, 

Collins Gyamerah, was having modest success in his region, but was ready to move. 

The Ministerial Director, Pastor Benjamin Nyanor suggested that we re-assign Paul 

to the more difficult region in Sefwi Bekwai, where he would train and closely 

supervise him. We agreed that everyone deserves a second chance and consented to switch Collins and Paul. Today 

both Churches are prospering tremendously! With one more chance to prove himself, a little training and better 

supervision Paul has blossomed into a very effective worker. He has been doing street preaching early in the 

morning three days a week. He has multiple Bible studies in his home and in homes in the community. He has 

recently prepared 10 souls who are ready for baptism. Paul has recovered backsliders and found new interests so 

that the Sefwi Bekwai Church has grown from 12 members last summer to 30 plus members today. Paul also has 

FIVE other congregations that he is taking care of. He just partnered with another Temple Restored worker James 

Obour to complete a 5-day mini evangelistic series March 9
th
- 13

th. 
 in the town of Juabo, 15 miles from Bekwai. 

The Juabo branch has 45 members and meets in a large brick church with no doors, windows or roof. Paul visits all 

of his churches by an inefficient taxi service often getting in late at night. His work in this district is fraught with 

trials. We recently learned that the Sefwi Bekwai Church has been kicked 

out of the Methodist High School where they meet on Sabbath and are 

now meeting under the trees on their property where they are making 

bricks to eventually construct a church building. Meanwhile the 

fortunes at Paul’s former church at Akaporiso have also revived! 

The Microfinance program has been restructured to provide small 

jobs for church members, such as tree trimming, block-laying and 

cement work. We have also (with your help) equipped a church 

member with the items needed to open a welding business where he 

can hire 1 or 2 other church members. In December 2014 Pastor 

Collins planned a fundraiser to tile the rough concrete floor, and to 

our surprised raised $700.00. We have joined him in faith and have 

begun to lay beautiful tiles in the Church. We have also begun to 

purchase plastic chairs to replace the old wooden benches. And lo, in the midst of this renaissance, the 

missing children felts re-appeared! One of the young men who was backslidden from the Church had 

 
  During the five days of evangelism, the average 

attendance was about 60 people.  Here are some 

precious souls responding  to one of the  altar calls. 

 
Pastor Paul Tulasi --in his new more 

challenging assignment --is setting 

the town of Sefwi Bekwai on fire. 



taken them home and hidden them for about 5 years and now has returned them in perfect condition!   

Seeing that Pastor Collins could use some full time help, we have 

selected one of the talented young men who has no money to attend 

university, and have begun training him to be an assistant Pastor. 

Israel Mensah Gothar has begun teaching the children Bible Stories, 

poetry and memory verses. Pastor Collins is training him to bear 

greater responsibilities at the Church with emphasis on community 

evangelism. The increased spiritual and economic activity has truly 

sparked a revival. Pastor Collins and his wife Joyce have been able 

to gather in the back sliders and find new Bible study contacts in 

the community. In the last three months Akaporiso Church has 

grown from an average of 12 individuals on Sabbath, to almost 40! 
 

CURRENT FINANCIAL NEEDS OF TEMPLE RESTORED AFRICA PROJECT: 

$475.00 TILES: We desperately need to complete the last bit of 

tiling. Although the main Sanctuary has been completed, we still 

have the children’s Sabbath school classroom and the Pastor’s 

Office to tile. We may only tile --little by little-- as funds dictate. 

$250.00 CITY POWER: The Church meets four nights per week 

besides Sabbath and is currently running on a generator which 

burns $50.00 of gas per month. The city will come in and set a 

meter and connect our circuit box for this $250.00. This would 

electrify the whole building, cut noise and save the church money. 

$200.00 CHAIRS: After sitting on narrow wooden benches for ten 

years, we are trying to add 20 more chairs to the 20 we now have 

so that the whole church can sit down in comfort. 

$100 TITHE PER MONTH: We are looking to bring Israel Mensah 

on to the Temple Restored payroll at a small stipend of $100.00 per month as soon as possible. He is a 

brilliant 25 year old who we’d like to send to the Bethesda School of Evangelism for 6 mos. in Accra 

Ghana starting in September. We need people to make 1-year commitment. (4 people can pledge $25/mo.) 

 
    This brief update demonstrates that need of exercising patience with each other and the benefits of “second 

chances”. It shows that having the right person on the right assignment can make all the difference in the world. It 

shows that faith, words of encouragement and monies rightly spent, can have a big impact on God’s work. We 

sincerely thank all of you for faithful prayers and support of Temple Restored’s work both in the U.S. and abroad. 

All of us --partnering together-- is making a huge difference in the experience of one Church in Africa!!! 

 

John and Windy Skeete 

TEMPLE RESTORED CALENDAR 

March 4
th

-5
th

 Health and Temperance Weekend, Northwest SDA Church, Crown Pointe, IN 

April 11
th

 Sanctuary Seminar, Capitol Free SDA Church, Washington DC 

April 18
th

 Westside Youth Day, “Righteousness by Faith” Normal Bloomington IL 

April 25
th

 Day of Atonement Emphasis, Glendale Bible Fellowship, Glendale CA 

June 11
th

-14
th

 Health Meetings, Three Angels Camp Meeting, Fruitland WA 

June 26
th

-28
th

 Temple Restored Children’s Camp, Cloverdale IN 

July 16
th

-19
th

 Temple Restored Mini-Man-Makers Campout, Cloverdale IN 

July 25
th

 Village Lighthouse, Marion OH 

August 6
th

-9
th

 Community Evangelism, Muscles Shoals AL 

October 10
th

 Village Lighthouse, Marion OH 

Gazeley Fellowship, Health Meetings, London England 

 

After ten years of kneeling on dusty rough concrete, 

Church members are enjoying shining clean tiles! 

 
Shedrack Adjei has completed the metal gate for 

the Church and is officially open for business. 



Your Countenance Reveals Your Character 
 

A merry heart maketh a cheerful countenance: but by  
sorrow of the heart the spirit is broken. Pro. 15:13  

 

   When people first steal a glance at us —even before we say a word— our characters have begun to be 

revealed by our appearance.  The style of dress we have chosen, the neatness and cleanliness of our 

clothes, our posture, the health of our skin, even the appearance of our hair, all are testifying either for or 

against the Savior. But there is one aspect (besides our words and actions) which reveal the most 

information about our characters, it is —our countenances. Just by studying our faces people can get a 

good idea of what lies within our hearts. Thus each Christian believer needs to be very aware of not only 

their character, but how their attitude and feelings are manifesting in their facial expressions. 

   Notice how inspiration describes the relation of heart condition to facial testimony. “While the faces of 

benevolent men are lighted up with cheerfulness, and their countenances express the moral elevation of 

the mind, those of selfish, stingy men are dejected, cast down, and gloomy. Their moral defects are 

seen in their countenances. Selfishness and self-love stamp their own image upon the outward man.” 

2T 534   

   Please note that either the good or the bad, is stamped on the outward man. What swirls within the 

heart, eventually reaches the surface. How then can we improve our “facial testimony”? The best way to 

enhance this “outward stamp” is NOT to force a fake smile but to have the heart renewed daily by 

conversion and to continually plead with God to pour into our hearts the wonderful Fruit of the Spirit.  

   Though it’s extremely subtle in some cases, the passage of years leaves a permanent record of the 

content of the character. Have you ever noticed how people of mature years have their faces “lined” by 

their habitual expressions?  Some time ago, our plumber, (who was about 80 years old) was sitting at our 

kitchen table visiting with us.  Brother Herman is a cheerful, devoted Christian whose joy in the Lord 

continually bubbles out in his daily conversation.  Windy and I have taken note that his face has become 

deeply lined by the countless smiles he has worn over the decades. A broad smile is his facial “default 

setting”. The question all of us must ask is: “What kind of lines are daily being etched into my face?        

   Perhaps the most powerful inspired paragraph which describes how the character shining through the 

countenance can bring conviction, is found in the description of Jesus and Barabbas standing side by 

side during our Lord’s climatic trial Matt. 27:16-26. 
 

 

     “There stood the Son of God, wearing the robe of mockery and 

the crown of thorns. ...His face was stained with blood, and bore the 

marks of exhaustion and pain; but never had it appeared more 

beautiful than now. The Saviour's visage was not marred before 

His enemies. Every feature expressed gentleness and resignation 

and the tenderest pity for His cruel foes. In His manner there was 

no cowardly weakness, but the strength and dignity of long-

suffering. In striking contrast was the prisoner at His side. Every 

line of the countenance of Barabbas proclaimed him the 

hardened ruffian that he was. The contrast spoke to every beholder. Some of the spectators were 

weeping…” DA 735. 
 

   The Bible teaches that the glory of God --His wonderful character--was revealed in “the face of Jesus”.  

“For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light 

of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 2Cor 4:6. How did our Lord acquire 

this facial glory?…by spending time communing with His Father. It was the same with Moses. The Bible 

says: 

  



  And it came to pass, when Moses came down from mount Sinai with the two 

tables of testimony in Moses' hand, when he came down from the mount, that 

Moses wist not that the skin of his face shone while he talked with him. 30) 

And when Aaron and all the children of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of 

his face shone; and they were afraid to come nigh him. Ex 34:29-30 
    
Matthew Henry comments on how this somewhat permanent shining was the 

result of Moses communing face to face with God. 
 

  “He [Moses] came down adorned with the best beauty; for the skin of his face 

shone, v. 29. This time of his being in the mount...  he saw more of the glory of 

God, which having with open face beheld, he was in some measure changed into 

the same image from glory to glory, 2Cor. 3:18   This may be looked upon, as a 

great honor done to Moses, that the people might never again question his mission 

nor think nor speak lightly of him. He carried his credentials in his very 

countenance, which, some think, retained, as long as he lived, some remainders of 

this glory...” (From Matthew Henry's Commentary on: Ex. 34:28,29)         
 

  Beholding God’s character, dwelling in His presence, always makes the face to shine. A demonstration 

of this was given on the mount of transfiguration. Back in eternity, Jesus had dwelt in the unlimited glory 

of His Father. He had a perfect understanding of the character of His Father. He Himself possessed this 

same character. Thus when Jesus prayed for this former glory to be restored, the Bible says: “…his face 

did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the light” Matt 17:2. Later, after Jesus ascended, and 

John saw Him as our glorified High Priest communing with His Father, John says that “…his countenance 

was as: “…the sun shining in its strength” Rev 1:16 (NKJV). 

   Dear Christian, what do family members see in your 

countenance every day? What do church members see 

when you walk into Church on Sabbath? When you are 

standing next to an unconverted person in the Post Office, 

and people look in your face and compare it with the 

worldly person next to you, do they see a remarkable 

contrast? What do strangers read in the grocery store or at 

the gas station?  Please continue to strive and pray that as 

the darkness of the night of sin settles on this world, that 

your heart and face will be filled with the sunshine of 

heaven; that the character of Christ may shine forth from 

your face. 
 

“The completeness of Christian character is attained when the impulse to Help and bless others springs constantly 
from within-- when the sunshine of heaven fills the heart and is revealed in the countenance.” COL 384 

 

IT’S IN YOUR FACE                               
You don’t have to tell how you live each day.  
You don’t have to say if you work or play.    
A tried, true barometer serves in the place.    
However you live, it will show in your face.   
 

The false, the deceit that you bear in your heart  
Will not stay inside, where it first got a start.  
For sinew and blood are a thin veil of lace,   
What you wear in your heart you will wear in your face. 

 

 

If your life is unselfish, if for others you live 

For not what you get, but for how much you give, 
If you live close to God, in His infinite grace,   
You don’t have to tell, it will show in your face.  
UNKNOWN  

“To LOVE AS CHRIST LOVED means to manifest 

unselfishness at ALL TIMES and in ALL PLACES, 

by kind words and PLEASANT LOOKS.”  1MCP 211 


